Central Australia Trip April 2015 Blog by Jackson, Tom, Luke, Ron, Brendan, Jenny, Lia, Amy, Kieran, Rach and Luca
Day 1 & 2
And we’re off!
We left Interchange after weeks of excitement and planning, and with minimal fuss we were off at 10.45am. Our first stop was windy and cold Ballarat for a hasty lunch at the park before hopping back in the vehicles for the next leg to Halls Gap. Our accommodation was the Park Gate Caravan Park in Halls Gap, and despite our large group being split and staying on opposite sides of the park, we settled in well. Some sat back and had a well-deserved afternoon hot chocolate, whilst Jackson and Rachie went for a swim, luckily for them the pool was heated! Luke, Kieran and Luca went to the common room and watched the Hawks dismantle the Cats on the big screen, the three boys left that room very happy indeed! Fish and chips were on for dinner, and shortly after that, the travel weary group went to bed. 
It dawned on our travellers that though they were a little slow at the unpacking and packing up, we were going to get REALLY good at it over the next ten days! Tuesday dawned cold and wet, and after a quick breakfast, we packed up and left Halls Gap. Our plan was to drive to Horsham via some of the sights of the Grampians, and although the mist spoiled some of the views from the vehicles, it didn’t stop us braving the cold conditions to go for a 2km walk to see McKenzie Falls. The group enjoyed the sights, and not one of us complained about the cold (except for maybe Kieran…lots!). 
More driving after that, next stop was Horsham Botanical Gardens for lunch and a quick walk or play to expend some energy before the next long leg of the journey. This was the drive across the border to Murray Bridge. Not sure if it was serendipity or just coincidence, but the first time the sun came out for the whole trip was the second we crossed over the border into South Australia!
We’re staying in some lovely cottages at Murray Bridge, and we’ve got a lovely day planned tomorrow! Everyone is having a great time and getting along well and we’re particularly impressed with everyone’s patience with our long bus trips, it’s a great sign for the trip ahead. So far we’ve travelled a total of 733kms
Day 3
Murray Bridge to Adelaide
With a short drive to our next destination, we allowed ourselves the luxury of a sleep in this morning, for some of us that meant 7.30am, others 9.30am! We packed up, and drove down to a park by the Mighty Murray River. A walk, a play, and some lunch was a good start to the day for all of us.
We hopped in the vehicles and drove the 75kms to Adelaide and our next stop. We arrived at Marion Holiday Park at 2pm, and suddenly we had all this time on our hands! So, Rach and Luca went shopping for dinner, Amy and Jackson went for a swim first in the cold outdoor pool, then the slightly warmer pool, it was 19 degrees in Adelaide today, so not too bad. Tom, Luke, Ron, Brendan, Jenny, Lia and Kieran went for a long explore of the whole park, which included a jump on the jumping pillow, a play in the games room and we finished it off by dipping our feet in the pool. When Rach arrived back, Ron helped her prepare and cook, and the rest set up for dinner. Soon we were enjoying a delicious Spaghetti Bolognaise with Garlic Bread, yum! 
After dinner saw the usual procession of clean up, relax and eventually off to bed, as once again we were all tired from the day! Tomorrow we have a day planned to explore some of what Adelaide has to offer, and we have the unusual (for us) benefit of being able to stay in the same place two nights in a row, hooray!
All up we have travelled 837kms            
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Adelaide

Today we took our first opportunity to have a lazy morning, without the need to travel. This morning we took our time with breakfast, went on the jumping pillow, lots of walks around the park and general slothfulness (especially from Luca).

When we eventually roused ourselves from our malaise, we thought we’d drive in and see what this city was like. So after finally finding a car park, we ate lunch at Angas Gardens, before walking across to check out the River Torrens from Elder Park. We all then wandered up the road to Rundle Mall, the famous Adelaide shopping strip and checked out the shops, the buskers and the street art. Ron bought some souvenirs, Brendan checked out the Apple store and Jackson loved the escalators! Rundle Mall, an iconic Adelaide experience we can all check off!

Fighting the Adelaide traffic we made it back to base, before quickly changing and heading out to the Marion Hotel for a pub dinner. Parmas, seafood and steak were all scoffed down with much gusto, and all too soon it was time to come back to camp and shower and head to bed.

A different type of day today, but more driving tomorrow and plenty more after that! Only a small drive today, the total kms are up to 869kms travelled

Day 5

We were a little sad to leave what can only be described as the closest thing we have to a home, well, we spent 2 nights here anyway, so it seems like an eternity. With one final bounce on the jumping pillow as a farewell, we left Marion Holiday Park, drove through the Adelaide traffic toward the A1 and Port Augusta.

With 2 hours under the belt we decided to stop for lunch in Lochiel, a tiny town, but it had a table and chairs, and a toilet so it suited us! The only bad thing about this place was the fist sized Bindi in the grass (only a slight exaggeration). Once we’d had lunch and a sufficient stretch of the legs, we hopped back in and kept going. Now all the way to Port Augusta we had the stunning Flinders Ranges on our right hand side, a beautiful addition to the drive north.

When we arrived at Port Augusta and Shoreline Caravan Park, we discovered one of those aforementioned Bindi managed to find its way into Luke’s wheelchair tyre and we had a puncture! Add to that, the pool was unfortunately closed for maintenance much to the dismay of Tom who had been talking about going swimming since Adelaide. We made do with a swim in the water of Spencer Gulf, Tom was happy!

A few went into town to get dinner and a puncture repair kit, when they got back we had our dinner of tacos and then packed the trailer for tomorrow’s long drive before heading to bed. Once Luke was out of the chair and into bed, he took delight in telling Kieran all we he was doing wrong with the amateur wheelchair mechanics. I guess tomorrow we will find out if he’s any good!

1195 kms travelled

Day 6

An attempted early start this morning turned into a trip to Maccas for coffees and juices and thickshakes, oh well, the best intentions they say. After our delayed start we got on with the long drive towards Coober Pedy. 

Just one (scheduled) stop on the road today, and that was for fuel and lunch in Glendambo. The reported 2 million flies only put in a small appearance and the road house was a nice enough place to break the journey. Despite some monotonous landscape and straight boring roads, our long trips haven’t seemed too long thanks to how awesome and relaxed and patient everyone has been and the incredible support of our vollies. 

We drove in to Coober Pedy a little after 5pm, and after setting up our lovely underground apartments, Ron, Brendan and Tom went out to look at some opals and souvenirs, as well as get dinner. Meanwhile, Luke and Luca chilled out in our cool accommodation, and Kieran and Jackson went for a walk and took in a beautiful desert sunset from the “roof” of our underground apartments. 

Once again, dinner was closely followed by bed, as the staff and vollies got everything prepared for an 8hr drive tomorrow, including a much needed bus and ute clean out of 6 days’ worth of accumulated rubbish, clothes, pillows, electronics and various bric-a-brac, there might even have been a small animal or two, we’re not sure.

Wish us luck for the biggest of our drives tomorrow, and look out Uluru here we come! 

1754kms travelled

Day 7
Loooooooong drive today! We got up early, and managed to leave by 8.30am, only 30 min behind schedule, which is actually pretty good for us! First leg was Coober Pedy to Marla Road House, 2.5 hours, where we picked up some lunch to eat on the road. Next leg took us to the border, where we got out of the bus, braving the plague like proportions of flies to check out the “Welcome to The Northern Territory” sign. 
A quick fuel stop at Kulgera Road House just up the road, then an hour to the turn off and the Erldunda Road House. The next 2.5 hours were exciting as we got closer to Uluru and the end of a long day, some of us were tricked by Mt Conner, or “fake Uluru” as we dubbed it, then finally we saw that typical Aussie silhouette on the horizon and soon we were pulling into the Sails in the Desert Resort in Yulara.  
We had a lovely dinner at Geckos Restaurant and caught up with Fred and Jules who just happened to be in town, before all being amazed at our 5 star accommodation rooms. It took a while for some us to go to bed, we were that enamoured with our digs! Tom had a luxurious bubble bath, Brendan chucked on a complimentary bath robe after his shower and laid on his king size bed, Luke chatted to his parents on facebook using the free wifi, and Ron and Jackson crashed and went to sleep in the comfiest beds they’ve ever been in! 
Tomorrow we head to the rock to have a closer look, and make use of the resort pool in the 35 degree heat! Hooray for surviving the longest day!
 The car is too far away for me to check the kms, but we’re not driving far tomorrow, so I’ll write it then!
Day 8
 
Hooray for a five star resort sleep in! We took full advantage of the excellent accommodation and had a relaxed morning. The fact that they do not have breakfast facilities for us did not stop this group stuck in their ways, so we bought bowls, spoons and even a toaster at the supermarket!
 
After finally getting ready we headed into the national park to go for a walk at the base of the rock. The group braved the heat and the flies to go on the Mala walk, to a (dry) water hole, the end of the walk was at least in the shade of a huge cliff of Uluru. After completing the walk we checked out the interesting cultural centre where some of us learnt some interesting facts, and some of us did some shopping in the gift shop.

We returned to the resort via a viewing spot that gave us an excellent vantage point of the rock in its entirety and took loads of photos before heading back. We ate a quick and late lunch before all going to the pool in dribs and drabs. First Jackson and Amy went, where we bumped into Jackson’s family here on their holidays. Then Tom and Jenny went, and Tom was more interested in shooting Jenny with the water squirter than actually swimming. Next Brendan and Luke went down with Kieran, Rachie and Luca; Brendan jumped in from the edge with wild abandon, whilst Luke was more sedate sliding in and floating around serenely with Kieran. Ron came down for a quick dip shortly after returning from another shopping spree, and all too soon it was time to hop out. 
 
We ate dinner at Geckos again, a fine place with food that we all love.  Just like in Adelaide, staying in a place for two nights means there is more mess to clean up, so after dinner we did a quick tidy up, and then went to bed!
 
Tomorrow we say goodbye to Jackson, who goes off on more adventures with his family, while we head to Alice Springs on our last drive for the trip. Who knows what else we have in store there!

Day 9
 
Another day dawned stinking hot in Central Australia, and by the time we’d breakfasted and packed up ready to leave our resort the mercury was already above 30 degrees. We said goodbye to Jackson who was off on more holidays with his family, and with air con pumping we headed back on the road, our destination Alice Springs.
 
With Lia’s extensive knowledge of Central Australia we knew that the Mt. Ebeneezer Roadhouse had an inside air conditioned area to eat, so we headed there for lunch, ate inside in relative comfort and avoided the flies. The next leg of the drive took us to Stuart’s Well Roadhouse, which has an animal park attached, so Ron, Tom and Brendan all had a camel ride which was definitely a highlight! Luke enjoyed laughing at the boys’ faces as the camel stood up and sat down, and taking selfies with Amy and the camels.
 
From there it was only an hour on to Alice Springs, where we checked out our accommodation at the Hilton Double Tree, and then dinner down at the pub. Once again everyone was tired from the day’s drive and activity, so off to bed we all went whilst enjoying the comforts of our hotel.
 
Tomorrow we have a bumper load of activities for the gang to choose from, with the 37 degree heat to keep in mind! 
 
Day 10

Our final day! We can’t believe how fast this trip has gone, yet it seems like such a long time ago we left Interchange. Today we got up slowly and had breakfast before splitting up to head to some fun activities; Brendan and Tom went to a didgeridoo interactive workshop, and Luke and Ron went to the Alice Springs Reptile Centre.

Brendan and Tom learnt some tips for playing, and also got to have a go at the didgeridoo, whilst Luke and Ron were introduced to some lizards and snakes and got a great show, and even got to hold a blue tongue, a bearded dragon and a huge olive python! We met up with each other for lunch in Alice Springs town, then back to the hotel and plans were hatched for the rest of the day.

Tom and Brendan and Jenny got an opportunity to go on a fast paced dune buggy ride through a cattle station for two and half hours, they had a blast flying through the bush and getting airborne on occasion! Meanwhile Ron got the run of the hotel pool to himself, and Luke also went for another swim, which he loved! Luca also had a dip and before we knew it was nearly dinner time. We joined up again and headed to dinner, celebrating our final night together, a few memories were shared, and maybe a few tears were shed too!

A big pack up and clean up to prepare for the flight tomorrow before packing it in and resting up for our final journey together.

We have all had an action packed, hilarious, eventful, exciting, and tiring time traveling half the country and seeing what the red centre had to offer. All the boys have been super fun, entertaining, and yet patient with long trips but always eager to join in activities.

It would have been literally impossible to do this without our amazing volunteers; Lia and Jenny. They have been tireless and never complained once, no matter what we asked them to do, they’ve formed a bond with all the guys and kept us sane in the process!

We have travelled a total of 3043kms. Wow.

Cheers for one final time!
Jackson, Brendan, Tom, Luke, Ron
Our Vollies Lia and Jenny
And the staff Amy, Rach and Kieran
And of course Baby Luca (happy 1st birthday for Friday Luca!)



