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KNOX RESIDENT FINDS HIS VOICE 
 
Knox resident Scott Peeler has found a machine that will enable him to communicate 
expressively via the blink of an eye. 
 
Earlier this year, at the AGOSCI conference in Canberra, Mr Peeler trialled the $23,000 eye 
tracking communication device that can change his life.  
 
Due to Cerebral Palsy, the only muscles Mr Peeler can control are behind his eyes. 
Answering yes and no questions, by looking up for yes and down for no, has been the only 
communication option available for this 25 year old.  
 
The TOBII C12 computer uses an eye control component as an alternative to a mouse or 
keyboard. The device is lightweight and can be installed directly onto a wheelchair. More 
information can be found at www.tobii.com  
 
Speaking through yes and no questions with his support worker Mr Peeler said “This will be 
unbelievable, it will give me so much freedom. I’ve always dreamed of being able to use my 
own words, in my own order and never thought it would be possible. Other people take 
talking for granted but for me it will open up a huge amount of possibilities.”  
 
In support of the fundraiser which has been organised to assist in purchasing the computer, 
local MP for Ferntree Gully, Nick Wakeling, said “It’s important to give everyone the 
opportunity to contribute to their community and this device will not only help Scott do that 
but also make it easier for him to follow his dreams." 
 
Scott’s mother Deb Whitaker said “The computer will change Scott’s life. He’ll not only be 
able to communicate independently but it will open up so many options for him” 
 
 “Scott has tried a variety of devices to improve his communication. However, most devices 
rely on him having some control over his movement and Scott really only has control of his 
eyes.” 
 
Interchange Outer East Marketing Coordinator Rebecca Gallaher said: “Scott is a familiar 
face around Interchange and we will do whatever we can to support him. He’s an amazing 
guy with an enormous amount of ambition. The new computer will give him the opportunity 
to follow his dreams and everyone deserves that chance.” 
 
Interchange Outer East is a non-profit community based organisation that supports families 
who have a child with a disability. Mr Peeler has accessed Interchange Outer East services 
since 1992. 
 

http://www.tobii.com/


 

 

To raise $23,000 for the life-changing computer Scott Peeler is holding a trivia and silent 
auction fundraiser on Friday July 17th 2009, with the support of friends, family and 
Interchange Outer East. 
 
If you would like to book tickets or make a donation please contact: Tickets: Sophie Siegel 
0414 405 231 or to make a donation: Deb Whitaker 0419 322 785. 
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For more information about this realease or to organise a photo session with Scott please 
contact Rebecca Gallaher on (03) 9758 5522 or via email at rebecca.gallaher@ioe.org.au 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


